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The Chinese People Beautiful [QianDongNan] Southeastern Guizhou 1 Episode
Xijiang Miao Zhai

Translated by: Danny Her 1% 4},

Translated purely for educational purposes.
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Early autumn morning, fog fills the distant mountains.
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Deep within and hidden within Guizhou’ s Miao Mountain Ranges, Xijiang Village
(The Thousand Miao Household Vil lage).
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The layered DiaoJiaoLou (Stilted buildings) looks straight out of poems and

paintings.
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The quiet village seems to recount its ancient history to visitors.
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Recounting its ancient Ethnic Group, its past, and present.
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How did Xijiang (Xi-West, Jiang—River) get this type of name? Xijiang came to
be like this.
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Its meaning is that it’ s so poor, that even ghosts can’ t smell and eat.
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Therefore it was called Xijiang.

Ancient people once called it SanMiao (Three Miao), It was said so.
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Our Xijiang village was very small before, around 100 households were

scattered on the upper reaches of the BaiShui River.
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ShuiLiangShan, XiaolLeiGongPing, DalLeiGongPing, ect, scattered throughout the

region.
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Later, because there were bandits deep within the mountains, chickens, pigs

and rice were stolen.
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The gathering of a thousand families in this way is how Xijiang became |ike
this.
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Hence, Xijiang obtained the name (QianHuMiaoZhai // The Miao Village With A

Thousand Households)
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In recent years, following the development of tourism, QianHuMiaoZhai

reputation has been getting larger and larger.
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People know it as an open—air museum.
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Tourists who come to QianHuMiaoZhai look at the inexhaustible scenery; its

terraced Fields, Bridges, and flowing rivers are |ike paradise.
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Those who live in the village rely on the waves of tourists for business.
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Wang Jing, A Miao girl who lived in a close-by village with a wonderful fate

al lowed her to become an owner of a guesthouse in QianHuMiaoZhai.
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| came from YonglLe Vil lage to Xijiang to work.
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| thought this man was not bad.
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Compared to many other working girls, not everyone has this type of luck.
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Wang Jing brings with her a newly—-wed sweetness and happiness when engaging in

discussion.
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Her |life course is at a new crossroads.
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Every Year on the first 10 days of Novemeber, After the Miao starts to gather
the grains, placing them in the Diaojialou, they begin the preparations for

the Miao New Year.
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Miao New Year is an important holiday to celebrate the harvests and is a way

to end a year of hard work and to start off happy.
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Fish, Rice, and Wine are naturally essential for the Miao New Year.
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In order to study and inherit Winemaking, Today, Wang Jing’ s mother—in—law

brought Wang Jing to Her aunt’ s house to study fermenting alcohol.
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The Miao people have their own Winemaking Traditions.
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The water source, rice, brewing vat, location of brewing, storing, time of

opening, and also cooking is very particular.
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Wine and Medicine are used with fresh ingredients from the mountains. The top

layer also needs medical ingredients.
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Fermenting, Ancient words, pouring wine for Health.

AAY R K ET

Spirits are a guest in my house.
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Happy and harmonious family.
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| brewed jade liquid, gemmed broth, heaven and earth, holy water, ghosts and

spirits go away.
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Daughter in law, the fire’ s intensity is the secret to success.



KYARZMT KRFMAFHAF R E B

A strong fire will create mush, A weak fire will not cook alcohol.
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A moderate, even fire is needed to cook good wine.
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Mon, I’ Il give a little bit to taste. Alright.
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I” Il taste a bit how it’ s like.

BN KA BiLida

First give respects to the ancestral spirits, | will taste a bit, thank you

daughter in law.
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Drink, mother.
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Miao doctors all say using Traditional Chinese Medicine made from this type of

wine has an especially good effect.
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Mother, your wine is too good, |’ || have everyone take a drink.
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Miao people who want to brew pure wine, usually go to the mountain to use wild

species of plants to use for fermentation.
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This plant species in general grows in the MiaoLing Peaks, LeiGong Mountains,

and primitive forests.
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The Medicene, The Wine, contains the Miao’ s Mother—In-Law’ s hard work and

Wisdom.
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Walking around the clear river that wraps around the mountain.
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The golden fields in the realm of humans.

REETFFZE

Langjia Town is so beautiful

B RRFF S F ik

The Spring wind blows into my heart echoing
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Fei Ge (Flying Song) is Among Miao people’ s type of singing.
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Due to historical reasons, the Miao peoples migrated and are scattered living

in small villages deep within the mountains and valleys.
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Transportation was inconvenient especially in ancient times. Often only the

sound of chicken and dogs, completely isolated, far away from each other.
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Only through high—-pitched Antiphonal singing can cut through the terrain

topography to achieve communication. Expressing their emotions.
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Miao People also have songs for tourists, Epics, Funeral, house-building,

wedding, and marriage songs.
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In addition, Miao songs are song back and forth.
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Rich in substance, it can be appropriately said that Miao songs are the

encyclopedia of the Miao.
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Miao People will kill Chickens, Ducks and catch fish.
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Relatives will visit each other homes, carrying among them various gifts.
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Catching fish on Mountain—Ridged paddy fields.
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The quality of fishes grown in these fields are good.
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These days in general the mountain elevation is 800 to 1600 meters above sea

level.
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This place belongs to the LeiGong Mountain ranges.
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The water in Leigong’ s mountain range has different water quality than that

from other areas. The water’ s taste is slightly sweet.
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The planted vegetables and fruits and especially refreshing.
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The fishes that grow in these rice patties, are of quality and tasty and are

commonly called Dao Hua Yu (Paddy—Flower Fish)
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Wow, big fish. Any more inside?
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Aiyo! The fish fell into the water

BIE X PHEHEHGFRT

Mother in law, over here are fresh excel lent mushrooms

AR % K ERE

The more you pick, the more you’ || eat
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We’ ve picked almost enough, lets go.
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Break the fish from the right—-side to the belly-white
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A little squeeze and the gallbladder will pop out. The Black-Yellow is the
gul Ibladder.
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Cooking SuanTangYu (Sour Fish Soup), you must put in soaked bamboo shoots.
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After cooking, you must put the freshly—picked mushroom and fresh tomatoes

together.
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Suan Tang Yu needs bamboo shoots and mushrooms, only then will it have an

authentic taste.
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And also don’ t use green peppers, fresh ginger, pepper paste, in order to

avoid affecting the fish’ s umami taste.
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This is a Xijiang locally-raised pig breed, the locals call it Hei Mao Zhu
(Black—Haired Pig)

IMHEANF — R e E B IHBARAR AL D

Outsiders tasting this type of pork for the first time, have nothing to say

but praise.
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There are many branches within the Miao Ethnic Group. The time of the Miao New

Year has some differences.
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In general, every year in the middle of the 11" month on the solar calendar is

when Xijiang’ s Miao New Year takes place.
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When the sun’ s set, the grandmother brought her daughter—in—law and her

grandchildren to give offerings to the ancestors.
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Father, pull the gold and silver here.
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Son, | have the door wide open waiting for you to bring in the gold and

silver.

A FHE

Kill chicken, duck. Slaughter pig, cow.

M EAR AR AR HEL

Ancestors, you eat first, drink first.
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Our family has a new daughter—in—law, a girl this year, a baby next year.

ABFE FREB

Abundant Harvest, Glorious and Flourishing.

R EHA

Draw in Cattle, Draw in Pigs.

FIHEF Fatiki] ) BRREE

Open Door Large House, Cow dislikes small door, Pigs dislike narrowness.
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Today, Wang Jing’ s parents have joined the in—laws Miao New Year celebrations

from a nearby village.
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Family and guests gather in the hall, after the elders give blessings,

everyone begins moving their chopsticks.
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Big year, everyone eat and drink well. The more sons the merrier.
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Live healthily. Live a hundred years.
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The Miao Near celebrations, in general, last for 5 days, the afternoon on the

last day is the Lusheng Dance.
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Xijiang and the surrounding females all gather in Xijiang’ s Lusheng Square to

dance.

X FREIX 44T

How’ s this stitched?
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Here, add one. Here is another.
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How’ s this stitched? Like this is okay.
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Wang Jing, you come here to learn how to pin this.
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Wang Jing with the village girls, young and old all lively heading towards the
Lu Sheng stage.
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In Miao traditional culture, Miao girls dress in entirely silver decorative

costumes, ranging from tens to hundreds of thousands of Yuan.
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It is a symbol of wealth and status.
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Since the developments in tourism, Xijiang is getting better and better.
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Especially in 2014 HuangJinZhou (Golden Week), a good family would get more
than 100, 000 yuan.
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My family earned around 40,000 yuan.
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From Xijiang’ s entrance ticket sales can reach up to 10, 000, 000
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On TV, HuangdJinZhou tourism income summed up to more than 10 Million Yuan.
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Xidiang was once described as a poor backwater town, so poor that even ghosts

couldn’ t eat.
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Years of development of tourism have changed the |ives of the Miao people
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Melodious LuSheng, fragrant rice wine.
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Miao people’ s singing and dancing passed down from generation to generation.

BT P HEEL RAFA B A LSRR H R

Xijiang’ s fair, charming and simple natural ecology is rich in Miao customs.



Rl FREHFREDEER

Attracts large numbers of tourists.
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Friends and guests from all directions, come to the village.

i
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The entire village is dressed full of silver
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Playing the Lusheng and dancing, the world of men is the most beautiful



